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Editorial 

Welcome to another edition of the Worcester Warbler. We hope you all had a trouble-free Christmas 
and are looking forward to a much-improved New Year. At least the daylight hours are getting longer 
again. 

As always, my thanks go out to my contributors and I hope more of you will be encouraged to put pen 
to paper (or the electric equivalent) in the months ahead. 

A message from our Chairman: 

We are up and running and what a fantastic turn out at rehearsals. I really did not expect such a good 
show and huge congratulations to all of you who have made the commitment. The feeling of 
enthusiasm and enjoyment was very much present again. We understand the concerns about Covid 
and Omricon and realise the risk Assessment protocols are a little burdensome but needs must and I 
thank you for supporting your choir.  

It was particularly pleasing to welcome two new members, a great start. 

Progress, in line with our ‘go forward’ 5-year plan is also very positive. 

The repertoire is being sorted thanks to Scott and the music subcommittee. We have a definitive list 
of pieces of music to bring to rehearsals for the first 3 months at least and we know exactly what we 
will be singing at our March and April concerts. We have already made a good start on the new pieces. 
17 old pieces that we don’t sing any more will be archived, our Librarian Art Shrimpton will be dealing 
with this.  

The Chairman’s concert in May is also progressing in the background. Keep those three dates free 
please. 

Scott and I will be producing a small list of suitable pieces for our ‘Pop up’ performances and 
remember the first attempt at this new venture is March 1st - St David’s Day in Worcester High Street. 
I will be asking for a show of hands shortly. We will sing just one song unless there is a reaction and 
demand for more. If that is the case we will sing a maximum of 2 more pieces. We will pop up then 
disappear (maybe into the Pub where I could buy you that promised Christmas pint that never 
materialised?). 

Our sponsorship officer deserves a mention here for his relentless persistence (dog with a bone?). We 
have received no sponsorship monies for well over a year and we all thought we had lost St Peters 
Garden Centre as they had not contributed for over 2 years and were not responding to our efforts to 
contact them. Did Brian give up? of course not and entirely thanks to his determination and 
persistence we have just received a cheque for £500 from St Peters Garden Centre. Well done Brian 
but come on, what about the others? 

On this topic, as part of our ‘go forward’ plan I am putting together a Sponsorship recruitment plan 
with Brian. We are seeking one or two bigger sponsors and we will be sending an initial introductory 
letter seeking an opportunity for us to go and present more formally.  
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Please let us have your suggestions of potential companies that we can contact. We realise we will 
need to send out hundreds of letters so the more company names you can suggest the better. Please 
drop me an email with your suggestions or tell me at rehearsals. 

The Pershore Abbey concerts were a big success with very positive feedback, financially we were able 
to donate £500 to the Mayor of Pershore’s charities and take our fees of £700. After all costs we made 
a surplus of £200, and bearing in mind we set the ticket price very low because we were unsure how 
the pandemic would affect people’s confidence, and we were obliged to hand out several dozen 
complimentary tickets, the Pershore Abbey extravaganza was, once again a winner. 

As part of our ‘go forward’ plan we start our Voice coaching session on Monday. James Jarvis has 
prepared a programme to help us improve and progress. Please learn and progress with us. 

Finally, we need to recruit more new members – YOU are our recruitment officer, please do all you 
can to spread the word and encourage people to come along to rehearsals. 

Ask me for flyers if you want them, the old salesman’s adage is relevant “You have to kiss a hundred 
frogs before you find a princess”.  

Happy New Year. 

Les Janes – Chairman, Worcester Male Voice Choir. 

Concert Reports 

I can only echo what Les has written about the Pershore concerts. They really were pretty impressive 
considering everything that the Choir (and the audiences!) have been through in the past two years. 
If we make good use of rehearsals over the next couple of months I can easily see us headlining the 
Annual Concert with Brighouse and Rastrick and Take That as support acts (might have to push up 
ticket prices a bit though). 

Dates for your diary: 

• 12th February 2022 (Saturday) 19:00 - Christmas Party, Powick Village Hall  
• 19th March (Saturday) 19:00 – Friends Remembered Concert, Worcester Baptist Church 
• 23rd April (Saturday) 19:00 – St George’s Day Concert, Worcester Baptist Church 
• 28th May (Saturday) – Chairman’s Concert, TBC 
• 25th June (Saturday) 19:00 – EAMVC Concert, Oakengates, Telford 
• 24th July 2022 (Sunday) – Picnic by the Lake, Cutnall Green 
• 29th August (Monday) – Pershore Plum Festival 
• 24th September (Saturday) 19:00 - Annual Concert, Henry Sandon Hall 
• 2nd October (Sunday) 13:30 – Awards Lunch, TBC 
• 9th December (Friday) 19:00 – Christmas Concert, Pershore Abbey 
• 10th December (Saturday) 19:00 – Christmas Concert, Pershore Abbey 
 

 

Other News 

Ivor Cook writes: 

WMVC Golf Society - December 2021 

With the end of the year almost upon us we not only look forward to welcoming the year 2022 but 
also take a look back through the golfing year of 2021 and what a year it has been!! With the whole 
of the UK still in lockdown at the start of the year and so many businesses closed down, prospects for 
any leisure and sporting activities did not look good.  This meant members of our own Golf Society 
faced the uncertainty of not knowing what prospects lay ahead for the future.     
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It was not until the week commencing 29 March that permission was given for facilities, such as Golf 
Clubs, to reopen.  Our first outing, and the chance for the members of WMVC Golf Society to meet 
and play as a group once again, was on Friday 2nd April.  It was also our first experience in dealing 
with conditions that had been brought in to allow games to be played.   Changing rooms - usually the 
first place to visit on arrival - could not be used.  Shoe changing etc all had to be done at your car 
within the confines of the car parking area.  It also became obvious that most of the clubhouse was 
almost entirely ‘out of bounds’ with use of toilets being one of the very few exceptions, even then 
caution had to be taken by having a one-way system of entry and exit via different doors.  Neither was 
there any food or drink of any kind available, with both bar and restaurant facilities sealed off. 

At arrival on the first tee for the actual start of the game, we all had to respect and observe the two-
metre distancing rule.  Not so difficult to space out from your fellow players on the first tee but once 
the game had started it was not always that easy to remember! Social chat with any of your fellow 
players anywhere on the golf course and keeping your distance at the same time, was not easy.  
Touching other golfing equipment other than you own during play, was also banned.  Flagsticks on all 
greens had to remain in the hole at all times.  To avoid the risk of spreading the virus by touching or 
lifting the flagstick, a device was added so that you could eject your ball from the hole by the addition 
use your putter club to do so.  Other equipment, such as bunker rakes, were some of the many items 
that had also been removed.  Concentration levels for every individual player had to increase to cope 
with all the additional terms of play but YEAH!! WE WERE BACK once again playing the game we all 
enjoy. 

Over a period of weeks and months the situation and control of the virus within the UK, improved. 
This break allowed restrictions to be gradually removed and a welcome return to some normality for 
golfing activities.  With more favourable playing conditions now returned, members of our Golf Society 
paid a visit to The Grove G.C in July for one of our weekly games.  Also, during the month of October 
a few of our members also played in a charity competition at Boughton G.C. Although not being 
amongst the prize winners on this occasion, it was a thoroughly enjoyable game and an opportunity 
to tackle the layout and obstacles on both of these different golf courses. 

Our regular Friday meetings and games took place throughout the remaining months of the year. Not 
only were the games enjoyed but also the very favourable, and at times warm autumnal weather 
conditions that prevailed well beyond expectations. 

Our last game was played on Friday December 17th at Ombersley G.C.  On this occasion a game of golf 
was followed by a sit-down Turkey meal, complete with all the festive trimmings, for which Sheila and 
Barry were also able to join us owing to a delay with their expected house move.  After consumption 
of the excellent food. Golfers became Choristers to sing a selection of festive numbers from our choir 
repertoire, accompanied by Sheila on her keyboard.  A fitting end to the day and to a somewhat 
shorter and unprecedented year, throughout which - like so many similar organisations - we have also 
sadly lost a few of our Golf Society members for a variety of different reasons. 

Now is the time to look forward to welcoming the start of 2022 with the first game scheduled to take 
place on Friday 7th January with continuation of regular weekly games thereafter.  With all media 
coverage still focused on plans to control new Covid variants we may still have to face the possibilities 
of changes and disruptions in the time ahead, not only to WMVC Golf Society but to life generally 
throughout the UK. 

Happy New Year to everyone. 

Ivor Cook 
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Jon Harris writes: 

Boxing day meeting with an ex chorister Mark 
Litten, who performed under Barry Jones and 
Nicolas Wright. He also on occasion conducted. 
Mark returned to Florida with his wife Margaret 
and children. He has retrained as a lawyer and his 
children have grown up and travelled around the 
world. Unfortunately, Mark cannot find the time 
for any musical activity but he keeps in touch with 
WMVC activities via social media. He recounted 
goldfishing (?) at his first concert at Pershore and 
memories of our tour to Tenby, South Wales. 
 

 

 

 

Culture 

The following arrived from Bob Saunders just too late for the December Warbler but I thought it worth 
including (in case I forget it when Christmas comes around again): 

T’was the night before Christmas but Covid was here, 
So we all had to stay extra cautious this year. 
Our masks were all hung by the chimney with care 
In case Santa forgot his and needed a spare. 
With Covid, we couldn't leave cookies or cake 
So, we left Santa hand sanitizer to take. 
The children were sleeping, the brave little tots 
The ones over 5 had just had their first shots, 
And mom in her kerchief and me in my cap 
Had just settled in for a long winter's nap. 
But we tossed and we turned all night in our beds 
As visions of variants danced in our heads. 
Gamma and Delta and now Omicron 
These Covid mutations that go on and on 
I thought to myself, "If this doesn't get better, 
I'll soon be familiar with every Greek letter". 
Then just as I started to drift off and doze 
A clatter of noise from the front lawn arose. 
I leapt from my bed and ran straight down the stair 
I opened the door, and an old gent stood there. 
His N 95 made him look pretty weird 
But I knew who he was by his red suit and beard. 
I kept six feet away but blurted out quick 
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" What are you doing here, jolly Saint Nick?" 
Then I said, "Where's your presents, your reindeer and sleigh? 
Don't you know that tomorrow will be Christmas Day? ". 
And Santa stood there looking sad in the snow 
As he started to tell me a long tale of woe. 
He said he'd been stuck at the North Pole alone 
All his white-collar elves had been working from home, 
And most of the others said "Santa, don't hire us! 
We can live off Furlough now, thanks to the virus". 
Those left in the toyshop had little to do. 
With supply chain disruptions, they could make nothing new. 
And as for the reindeer, they'd all gone away. 
None of them left to pull on his sleigh. 
He said Dasher and Dancer were in quarantine, 
Prancer and Vixen refused the vaccine, 
Comet and Cupid were in ICU, 
So were Donner and Blitzen, they may not pull through. 
And Rudolph's career can't be resurrected. 
With his shiny red nose, they all think he's infected. 
Even with his old sleigh, Santa couldn't go far. 
Every border to cross needs a new PCR. 
Santa sighed as he told me how nice it would be 
If children could once again sit on his knee. 
He couldn't care less if they're naughty or nice 
But they'd have to show proof that they'd had their shot twice. 
But then the old twinkle returned to his eyes. 
And he said that he'd brought me a Christmas surprise. 
When I unwrapped the box and opened it wide, 
Starlight and rainbows streamed out from inside. 
Some letters whirled round and flew up to the sky 
And they spelled out a word that was 40 feet high. 
There first was an H, then an O, then a P, 
Then I saw it spelled HOPE when it added the E. 
"Christmas magic" said Santa as he smiled through his beard. 
Then suddenly all of the reindeer appeared. 
He jumped into his sleigh and he waved me good-bye, 
Then he soared o'er the rooftops and into the sky. 
I heard him exclaim as he drove out of sight 
"Get your vaccines my friends, Merry Christmas, good-night". 
Then I went back to bed and a sweet Christmas dream 
Of a world when we’d finished with COVID-19. 
 

by Joseph David 
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Michael Jeeves has sent me a series of images with the title of “So you think you’re having a bad day” 
from which I have selected two: 

 
 

 
 
 

 

And a reminder 

If you have something you’d like to see included in The Warbler, please email me at 
davepetershome@gmail.com (or even send me a letter) 

Stay well 

Dave Peters 


